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Introduction. 


The Roman Catholic Church claims to have never changed since it was 
first instituted, believing itself built on the rock of St. Peter, setting forth that 
she is the same yesterday, today and forever. With this acknowledgment of 
her perpetuity appended to her pride and pinnacled ambition of modern times 
for power, both temporal and spiritual, over all things earthly, I will proceed 
to show its trail down through the centuries by the scarlet stains of human 
blood on her contrasted jet black and immaculate white vestments which has 
moulded in the vestries and rotting out the core of its own germination, 
rendering it intolerable to all nations that she has ever infested, to the extent 
of eradication after she had contaminated its purity and blighted its beauty 
with the fumes of a tainted humanity steeped in the iniquities of two thousand 
years of so-called Christian religion forced on an ignorant and superstitious 
people, who have always grown more and more ignorant through the pagan 


influence and teachings of the Roman hierarchy. 


If the present Roman Catholic Church was an honorable organization 
she would confess her faults and say she would from now on try to live down 
the crimes of her past, but strange to say she makes no pretense towards 
doing so, while she continues to persecute in a modified way, since her 
powerful inquisitions have been overthrown. She has proved a monster to 
everyone who would not come under her rule, where she had the power to 


subdue and force their submission. 


Some of those early Christians refused to bow their knees to the papal 
power and had to flee from Rome, but carrying with them the message of 
love and justice as taught by the lowly Nazarene. From those fearless 
followers of their great leader sprang the different sects of the Protestant 
religion. The Paluic-ans, the Paterins, the Catharists, the Albigenses, the 
Waldenses, the Hussites, the Anabaptists, and so on down through the 
followers of Tyndal, Wycliff, Luther, Calvin, Knox, Wesley, etc. 


It is impossible to trace all her crimes in the persecution of those who 
protested against papal rule. I don't know of an organization that has had for 
its purpose the enlightenment of the human race but has the strong opposition 


of the Roman Catholic Church to combat in its struggle for existence. 


The following is a short sketch of what they have done, according to the 


great historians, whose books can be found in our best libraries. 
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Qentist B.Paaner: “I THINK We HAD BETTER PULL THAT PAROCHIAL ScHooL STUMP OUT wow” 


DENTAL PARLOR. 


(For the Roman hierarchy). "With TRUTH T probe deep into 
corruption, And with FACTS I prize out decadent roots, And with history I 
ground my assumption To kick the Jesuits out, baggage and boots, From the 
shores of America's Sanitarium For the Roman hierarchy that is ill; With their 
corrupt politics and bad rum, They have despoiled us against our will." Now 
out with these germs of pollution, The stumps are all decadent and bad; Doctor 
Parker offers here a solution— Public Schools will get rid of old "DAD." 

—C. F. Hall. 


THE BLOODY TRAIL OF 
ROMANISM 


"Albigenses." 


This was a class of people who lived in the valley of Albi, in the 
south of France. They were very peaceful and prosperous. Their 
religious belief spread until a number of their adherents were scattered 
over a great number of cities around, and a number of cities were 
inhabited with persons only of their belief. A large number of 
noblemen embraced the doctrines of this sect. 

By order of Pope Alexander III., the council of Lateran 
condemned this religious sect, and no sooner had Pope Innocent III. 
ascended the papal throne than he began to persecute these people. He 
sent two Cistercians, Guy and Degnier, as commissioners of the 
inquisition. They were afterwards joined by Peter of Castelnau and 
then the blood started to flow. 

Of the Albigensian heresy and its destruction, Draper says ("In. 
Dev. Eu.," ii., 147) : "She (the Catholic Church) did not crush it—that 
would have been too indulgent; she absolutely annihilated it. Awake to 
what must necessarily ensue from the imperceptible spread of such 
opinions, she remorselessly consumed its birthplace with fire and 
sword; and, fearful that some fugitives might have escaped her 
vigilant eye, or that heresy might go wherever a bale of goods might 
be conveyed, she organized the inquisition, with its troops of familiars 
and spies. Six hundred years have elapsed since these events, and the 
south of France has never recovered from the blow." 

The inquisition mentioned here was the Papal Legantine 
Inquisition, under Dominic himself. Councils had condemned the 
sectaries in 1165, 1176, 1178 and 1179. The people were peaceful 
and prosperous, and tolerated even the Jews. Count 
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Raymond, of Toulouse, though not belonging to the sect, came to their 
rescue when Innocent's inquisitors came among them with thumb- 
screws, rack and stake. Then the church excommunicated him (1207). 
The killing of the Pope's legate, Peter of Castelnau, by some unknown 
person or persons, on January 15th, 1208, gave the Pope the pretext he 
wanted for the extermination of the heretics. Raymond had submitted, 
made penance, and was now compelled to butcher his own subjects. 
"The bloody war of extermination which followed has scarcely a 
parallel in history. As town after town was taken, the inhabitants were 
put to the sword without distinction of age or sex, and the numerous 
ecclesiastics who were in the army especially distinguished themselves 
by a bloodthirsty ferocity. At the taking of Beziers (July 22, 1209), the 
Abbot Arnold, being asked how the heretics were to be distinguished 
from the faithful, made the infamous reply, 'Slay all; God will know 
his own.’ The war was carried on under Simon de Montfort with 
undiminished cruelty for a number of years." (Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Art. Albigenses; ninth ed.). After the adoption of the 
inquisition in Languedoc in 1229 by the Count of Toulouse, the sect 
disappeared in a short time, or became "all but extinct," as the 
Britannica puts it. 

Beziers contained 20,000 inhabitants; the papal legate reported 
that when it was taken 15,000 men, women and children were 
slaughtered. As the city had sheltered many thousands of refugees 
from unprotected places, the estimates of other historians that 38,000 
were butchered may be nearer right than the legate's figures. Not a 
house was left standing. The castle of Brom was taken and about one 
hundred of its defenders had their noses cut off and their eyes torn out, 
but one was left, with one eye to guide the Christian murderers to 
Carabat. Advancing to the attack of Toulouse, Montfort slaughtered 
the peasants in the fields, regardless of age and sex, destroying the 
crops and villages. At the taking of the castle of Menerbe, the remnant 
of the defenders were given the choice of accepting Catholicism of 
casting themselves into a huge fire already prepared. They chose the 
latter, and 150 were consumed. In May, 
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1211, Montfort took Lavaur, ordering his soldiers to kill none of the 
defenders, but to take them alive, that the Pope's legate and the other 
ecclesiastics might have the pleasure of seeing them murdered in more 
painful ways. They started out to hang Aimery, the Lord of Montreal, 
and eighty other knights, but the scaffold broke down with Aimery. 
We will let the Catholic historian, Petrus Vallensis, complete the story: 
"The count, seeing that this would produce great delay, ordered the 
rest to be massacred; and the pilgrims, receiving the order with the 
greatest avidity, very soon massacred them on the spot. The lady of 
the castle, who was a sister of Aimery, and an execrable heretic, was, 
by the count's order, thrown into a pit which was filled up with stones. 
Afterwards our pilgrims collected the innumerable heretics which the 
castle contained, and burned them with the utmost joy." When the 
castle of Cassoro fell, sixty heretics were burned. These are a few of 
the awful scenes that were witnessed in that twenty years’ war of 
extermination against the dissenters of Southern France. No one living 
today in lands where science has dulled the edge of the sword of the 
church can even begin to realize what religious vengeance means. In 
such a wholesale way did the inquisition work that the stake and chain 
proved inadequate to the needs of the murderers for faith; sometimes 
pens were made of stakes and filled with straw; once into such an 
enclosure 183 heretics were huddled and burned alive in the presence 
of the Archbishop of Rheims and seventeen other prelates. (Draper 
"Int. Dev. Eu.." ii,, 75.) 


THE BLOODY TRAIL 


The Waldenses. 


The Waldenses took their name from one Waldus, a rich citizen of 
Lyons, who, about 1170 gave away his property and founded a society for 
preaching among the people. "The Poor Men of Lyons" they, called 
themselves. The Archbishop of Lyons ordered them to stop preaching. They 
appealed to the Third Lateran Council (1179), which treated them with 
contempt. Lucius III. put them under the ban (1184). Until this time, they had 
not opposed the doctrine, worship, or constitution of the Catholic Church. 
The ecclesiastical authorities did not object to the substance of their 
deliverances, but to their preaching without official sanction. Innocent III. 
saw the mistake of his predecessors, and sought to organize them into a body 
of lay monks. But the church had herself severed the bonds that held them to 
her and it was now too late for the overtures of Innocent. So he renewed, the 
ban against them at the Fourth Lateran Council, in 1215. They spread over 
Northern Italy, the south of France, into Eastern Spain, Southern Germany, 
and the Netherlands and England. They encountered persecution on every 
hand. The Spanish Inquisition burned thousands of them at the stake. Those 
in Provence and Dauphine, in France, were crushed in 1545, and in 1561 they 
were driven out of Southern Italy, but in Piedmont they have withstood many 
cruel floods of persecution to the present time. The war against them lasted 
from the beginning of the fifteenth century to 1477. In that year Innocent 
VII. "organized an exterminating crusade from Savoy and France, which 
slaughtered 18,000 men." (Kurtz, "Church Hist.," ii., 133-34). Similar in 
fundamental principles were the "Pauperes Spiritu" and "Humiliati" of 
Lombardy, and after they received some of the views of Arnold of Brescia 
"they became estranged from the Catholic Church and were brought into 
friendly relations with the French Waldensians." (Ibid., 136). From Pas- 
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sau they spread as far as northern Germany. They were constantly pursued 
by the inquisition, and thousands were brought to the stake. When the 
Reformation came the Waldensians went rapidly into the Protestant camp, 
and this let loose upon them again the bloody-fanged dogs of persecution. In 
the crushing out process in Provence and Dauphine, already adverted to, 
4,000 were murdered and twenty-two districts swept by fire. Rome sent the 
grand inquisitor, Alexandrina, with Dominican henchmen, into the 
Waldensian colonies in Calabria, and the most awful atrocities were 
committed. In 1561 the prosperous churches were torn out by the roots, the 
men who escaped the stake being sent to the Spanish galleys, and the women 
and children sold into slavery. In Piedmont they successfully resisted their 
enemies; nearly a century later (1654) the Duke of Savoy confirmed their 
privileges. But in a few months they were again set upon by a Piedmontese 
army, reinforced by a horde of released prisoners and Irish refugees, the 
latter driven out of Ireland by Cromwell. It is the usual story of horrible 
cruelties; the inquisition had not forgotten its cunning, nor a savage, fanatical 
soldiery its instinct for rape and mutilation. But with the intervention of the 
Protestant Swiss cantons and the assistance of Cromwell, the Waldenses held 
their ground. The persecution and civil war broke out again in 1685, at the 
instigation of Louis XIV., but, with the support of the Swiss, the outraged 
people, after many vicissitudes of fortune, retained possession of their 
country. (Ibid., iii., 6.) Samuel Morland, who was the English ambassador to 
Savoy, tells, as an eye witness, of the horrors of the massacre of the 
Waldensians. "The heads and breasts of the teachers were cut off, boiled and 
eaten; to the most tender parts of some fire was applied; women were cut 
open with flints; limbs were broken and exposed to fires; nails were pulled 
out with pinchers; men half-dead were tied to the tails of horses and dragged 
over the sharp rocks; young women were impaled by the most sensitive parts 
and carried about as standards; into the mouths of living men were thrust 
their dissevered parts; men and women were thrown oyer precipices and 
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catching, yet alive, in the limbs of trees, perished slowly of hunger, thirst and 
their wounds; infants were snatched from cradles and torn in pieces by the 
naked hands of the mad Catholics; young girls were roasted alive, and their 
breasts cut off and eaten before they were dead; from other victims the ears, 
nose and other parts were cut; the mouths of men were filled with gunpowder 
and fire applied; other men were flayed alive; brains were beaten out, roasted 
and eaten; men were consumed at the stake, drowned, had their hearts cut 
out, their faces disfigured, their bodies cut into hundreds of pieces." At 
Garigliano an oven was heated and eleven of the Vaudois were forced to 
throw one another into it, and the last was thrown in by their fiendish fellow- 
Christians. 

This is one faintly-drawn picture of the doings of the disciples of the 

preacher of universal love. What was done in this instance was done in 
thousands of others, often with far greater slaughter, and what was done in 
the valley of the Vaudois by soldiers and the pious populace was done for 
centuries with all the deliberation of judicial methods by the relentless 
inquisitors of Rome. 
Probably the most severe trial those people came through was their 
experience with the Roman Catholics in the valley of Piedmont, and what 
happened to them when they flew into the Alps to protect themselves against 
the butcheries of the monster. "In 1400 these Waldenses, who resided in the 
valley of Piedmont, were, at the instigation of some priests, suddenly 
attacked by a body of troops, who plundered their houses, murdered many, 
and drove others into the Alps, where great numbers were frozen to death, it 
being in the depth of winter. In 1460 a persecution was carried on in 
Dauphiny against them by the Archbishop of Amburne, who employed a 
monk named John Vayleti, who proceeded with such violence that not only 
the Waldenses, but even many papists, were sufferers; for if any of them ex- 
pressed compassion or pity for the inoffensive people who were so cruelly 
treated, they were accused of favoring the Waldenses and punished. 
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"This persecution ended with the death of the archbishop which happened 
in 1487." 

But again Pope Innocent VIII, in 1488, determined to persecute the 
Waldenses. To this end he sent Albert de Capitaneis, Archbishop of 
Cromona, to France, who, on arrival at Dauphine, craved the assistance of the 
King's lieutenants to exterminate the Waldenses from the valley of Loyse; the 
lieutenant readily granted his assistance, and marched a body of troops to the 
place; but when they arrived at the valley, they found that it had been 
deserted by the inhabitants, who had retired to the mountains, and hid 
themselves in the caverns. The archbishop and lieutenant immediately 
followed them with the troops, and apprehending many, they cast them 
headlong from the precipices, by which they were dashed to pieces. Several, 
however, retired to the innermost parts of the caverns, and knowing the 
intricacies, were able to conceal themselves. The archbishop and lieutenant, 
not being able to get at them, ordered the mouths of the caves to be filled 
with fagots, which, being lighted, those within were suffocated. On searching 
the caves 400 infants were found smothered, either in their cradles or in their 
mothers' arms; and. upon the whole, about 3,000 men, women and children 
were destroyed in this persecution. 

The Duke of Savoy, the Supreme Lord of Piedmont, wanted to protect 
those people, but the priests then invented the most absurd falsehoods. They 
assured the duke that he was mistaken in those Waldenses, for they were a 
wicked set of people and highly addicted to intemperance, uncleanness, 
blasphemy, adultery, incest, and. many other abominable crimes; and that 
they were even monsters in nature, for their children were born with black 
throats, with four rows of teeth, and bodies covered with hair. The duke was 
not to be imposed upon. In order to come to the truth he sent twelve 
gentlemen into the Piedmontese valleys to examine into the real character of 
the people. When they returned, after a rigid investigation, they brought 
men, women and children with them to prove that the priests were liars. The 
duke spoke to the men and women and examined the children 
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and found them as good a class of people as he had ever come in contact 
with. The duke sent them home with his blessing, then abolished the priests 
from his court, and threw his protection around those Waldenses until he 
died. His successor was a bigoted papist, and when he came into power, Pope 
Paul III. came to the papal throne. He also was a furious bigot, and once more 
the persecution of those simple and lovable people was carried on. Again the 
troops entered the valley; everybody was ordered to attend mass regularly, on 
pain of death. This they absolutely refused to do; then the troops began their 
bloody work, in which great numbers were hanged, drowned, ripped open, 
tied to trees, pierced with prongs, thrown from precipices, burned, stabbed, 
racked to death, worried by dogs, and crucified with their heads down. "At 
Turin one of the reformed had his bowels torn out and put in a basin before 
his face, where they remained in his view until he expired. Others were tied 
over logs, their legs ripped open and hungry dogs let loose on them, who tore 
them to pieces and ate them up. They ripped women open and took from 
them the unborn babes and threw them to the hogs, which readily ate them 
up. A soldier bit off the ear of one of those people and carried it back to 
Rome for a rarity. 

"At one time a party of troops found a venerable man, upwards of 100 
years of age, accompanied by his granddaughter, a maiden of eighteen, in a 
cave. They murdered the poor old man in a most inhuman manner, and then 
attempted to ravish the girl, when she broke away, and being pursued, threw 
herself from a precipice and was dashed to pieces." 

And they tell us the Church is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
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The Huguenots. 


Huguenots was the name given by the Catholics to the French 
Calvinists in the sixteenth century. There had long been elements of 
dissent in Southern France, probably an inheritance from Arianism. 
We have already briefly told of the persecution of some of these 
heretical sects by the Roman church. The Huguenots were almost 
continuously persecuted from the reign of Francis I. (1515-47) to the 
Revolution of 1789, when they secured full religious liberty. From 
1524 many isolated victims had been claimed by the scaffold and the 
stake, but in 1535 the persecution became systematic; the pope 
appointed an inquisitional tribunal, and thousands died under torture, 
at the stake, by the sword. Henry II. (1547-59) continued the policy of 
his father, the persecution growing more cruel with advancing years. 
In 1546 fourteen men were burned alive at Meaux, and Dr. Picard, a 
celebrated man in his time, in a sermon, said "that it was necessary 
unto salvation to believe that these men had gone to hell, and if an 
angel came from heaven to say the contrary, he must not be listened 
to; ‘for God would not be God if he did not damn them eternally." 
(White, "Massacre of St. Bartholomew," 16). A contemporary 
historian remarks that heretic burning was one of the popular sports of 
the day. Denunciation of heretics to the tribunals became a profitable 
trade when the edicts of Henry II. gave to the informer one-third of the 
confiscated estates of the victims of bigotry. 

Every avenue of escape was closed. Those acquitted of heresy in 
the civil courts could be arrested and tried in the ecclesiastical 
tribunals, and vice versa; suspected persons must possess a certificate 
of orthodoxy, and intercession on behalf of convicted dissenters was a 
penal offense. Heretical books were outlawed, and searched out by 
domiciliary visits. At Angers two of the three pastors were burned 
alive and forty of the flock burned as fast as they were caught, while 
fleeing. Of course, 
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this is only one incident out of hundreds, or thousands. In 1557 France 
suffered crushing defeats in its war with Spain, and the priests of Rome 
improved the occasion to successfully inflame the passions of the ignorant 
and fanatical populace against the Reformers ; the ecclesiastics asserted that 
the toleration (think of calling such persecution "toleration"!) of the heretics 
had brought down the wrath of God upon the country. Upon the conclusion 
of peace in April, 1559, the persecution broke out again and was conducted 
with more regularity. (White, 49). The accession of Francis I. upon the 
accidental death of Henry II. in 1559 brought no relief to the Huguenots. 
New edicts were issued; rewards were offered for information against 
heretics. The children of the murdered begged in vain upon the streets, for no 
one dared feed or shelter them and thus incur a suspicion of heresy; "death 
was made a carnival; often the fanatical mob compelled the executioner to 
inflict a more painful death than that decreed by the court. As the result of an 
abortive attempt of some of the Dissenters to defend themselves by attacking 
the Guises, the most bitter of their enemies, 1,200 were massacred. The pope 
protested to the king against the amnesty that was offered to the Reformed 
religionists in prison at the time of the revolt, and told him that all should be 
judicially proceeded against, or, if they were too numerous, should be swept 
off by war. He offered to assist and to procure the support of the King of 
Spain and the Italian princes." (White, 87.) Persecution was pushed with 
renewed vigor; the edict of Romorantin made attendance at a conventicle 
high treason, and quintupled the reward paid to informers. 

To vary the usual death by fire, some Huguenot women were placed in 
boxes without covers, but with bars across; the boxes were lowered into a 
trench, and the women buried alive. At Carcassonne in 1500 "one man had 
his mouth cut from ear to ear, and an iron bit was fastened into it. The town 
hangman murdered five Huguenots, whom he skinned, and then ate the heart 
of one of them. He also sawed another, a private enemy, in two." (White, 
156.) These are samples of what may be 
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called the small massacres of that troubled period. The clergy were very 
violent in language, declaiming against the slightest toleration as the most 
deadly of sins. It was an outrage, said one, that the city watch should protect 
heretics. In December, 

1561, the Catholics of Gahors shut up the Huguenots in their place of 
meeting, fired it, and killed them as they came out of the flames. Like 
unjustifiable killings took place in Pamiers, Dijon, Troyes, Amiens, 
Abbeville, Tours, Bordeaux, Montpellier, Marseilles, Aurillac, and other 
places. The Edict of Pacification of January, 1562, which made moderate— 
very moderate—concessions to the dissenters, aroused the wrath of the pope 
and priests to fever heat. In Burgundy the Catholic leader, Travannes, drove 
the Reformed out of Dijon and ordered the peasantry in the vicinity "to 
massacre all who prayed elsewhere than in the churches, and to refuse drink, 
food, and shelter to the expelled rebels." (White, 184.) On the first of March, 
1562, at Vassey, Huguenots peacefully worshipping in a barn were set upon 
by the Duke of Guise and the Cardinal of Lorraine, with the Duke's soldiers 
and sixty or more murdered and 200 wounded. At Sens the murderous 
example was followed in a three days’ massacre. At Toulouse, Castel- 
Navarre, and Villefranche, also, the Catholics rose against the Huguenots. At 
Sisteron, 300 women and children, refugees from Providence, were pitilessly 
slaughtered. The clergy and Parliament of Paris "issued an order for those of 
the true church to take up arms and kill the heretics like mad dogs." (White, 
206.) This gave full license to every criminal to commit any outrage he 
chose. Claude Haton, quoted by White, says that 800 to 900 heretics were 
murdered in Paris in June, 

1562, and several other authorities quoted by White (207) computed that the 
edict cost the lives of 50,000 persons. Santa Croce, the papal envoy, wrote to 
Cardinal Borromeo: "Monsieur d'Enghien, who is only a little boy of seven, 
is always saying that he must no longer delay to burn all the Huguenots 
without mercy. * * * * This I learned from the constable (Constable of 
France, Montmorency), who expressed how greatly pleased he was to hear 
it." (Quoted by White, 208.) This forcibly illus- 
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trates the murderous nature of the Roman Catholic teaching and example. 
Matters had become so bad that Queen Elizabeth instructed her ambassador 
to leave Paris, "because he could not witness such great cruelties." (Ibid.). 
Guise, Montmorency, and St. Andre had conspired with Philip II. of Spain to 
wipe out dissent, "on no pretense to spare the life of any heretic." "Pius V. 
ordered collections to be made in the states of the church, gathered 
contributions from the Italian princes, and sent a small force of mercenaries 
across the Alps." (White, 209, on the authority of Forbes, "State Papers," ii., 
4). The royal forces took Blois, Tours, Poitiers, Angers and Bourges, * * * * 
signalizing the capture of these cities by atrocities which could have been 
perpetrated only when the passions of a fierce soldiery were inflamed by 
religious fanaticism." (White, 210.) The massacre at Tours took place a 
month after the capture of the city, men, women and children suffering 
indiscriminately. "In five or six days the banks of the river down to Angers 
were covered with dead bodies." (Ibid., 211.) In Toulouse and vicinity 5,000 
Huguenots were slaughtered. These were a very few of the many atrocities of 
the first war. The Pacification of Amboise (March 19, 1563), restricted the 
rights of the dissenters, but left them a few, to the intense disgust of the 
orthodox party. The Duke of Aumale, governor of Burgundy, declared: 
"There shall sooner be two suns in heaven than two religions in my govern- 
ment." (Ibid.). The edicts of toleration were always strained against the 
heretics. "The Huguenots have lost more by edicts in time of peace than by 
force in time of war." (Pasquier—a Catholic—"Lettres," v., lett. 3.) 

The Second War terminated with the Treaty of Longju-meau (March 20, 
1568). The treaty was not favorable to the Huguenots, hut it did not satisfy 
the papal court. "The mere rumor of peace" called out a strong protest from 
the pope's envoy; the heretics must be exterminated. (Ibid., 285.) So "from 
every pulpit fanatical monks hounded on their already eager listeners to 
further deeds of blood, not only by proclaiming that faith ought not to be 
kept with heretics, but that it was a 


18 


OF ROMANISM. 


meritorious act to slay them." (Ibid., 287.) Restraint, annoyance, insult, 
imprisonment, torture and death met the heretics on every side. "M. de 
Cypierre was murdered, with thirty-six of his companions and suite, as he 
was passing through Provence." (Ibid.) Pius V. encouraged the violation of 
the treaty, and urged on the fanatics in their bloody course. On the 25th of 
June and the 21st of September leagues for the extirpation of heresy were 
formed in Champaign and at Toulouse, respectively; at the latter place "the 
faithful are reminded of the heretical Albigenses destroyed in that very 
district to the number of 60,000." (Ibid., 290.) Arms were called for, and all 
was "done under the authority of our holy father, the Pope." (Ibid.) War again 
broke out; the Huguenots' commander-in-chief, the Prince of Conde, fell 
wounded from his horse at the battle of Jarnac; then he was foully murdered. 
Pius V. wrote to the king (Charles IX.), congratulating him on the victory and 
bidding him "be deaf to every prayer, to trample upon every tie of blood and 
affection, and to extirpate heresy down to its smallest fibers." (Quoted by 
White, 298.) "He pointed to the example of Saul slaying the Amalekites, and 
condemned every feeling of clemency as a temptation of Satan." (White, 
298.) He gave similar sanguinary advice after the victory of Moncontour. 
There were during this Third War the usual massacres of prisoners and 
helpless women and children. After alternate defeats and victories the Hugue- 
nots secured some concessions by the treaty of St. Germains. As usual, the 
papal nuncio fought bitterly against the cessation of the war, and in January 
Pius V. had strongly advised its continuance. An incident of the march of the 
Catholic army to the garrison towns, preparatory to disbandment, shows the 
humane temper of the time after centuries of Christian teaching and gov- 
ernment. "When Strozzi had to cross the Loire, he found his march so 
embarrassed bv the number of female camp followers, who would not obey 
the proclamations to leave the army, that he threw more than 800 of them 
into the Loire at Point de Ce, above Angers." (Ibid.) 
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Massacre of St. Bartholomew. 


In two years the massacre of St. Bartholomew was to deluge France 
with blood. The Holy See was eager for the slaughter to begin; rather, it was 
sorry to have it cease for a day. After the treaty of St. Germains was signed, 
Pius V. wrote to the cardinals of Lorraine and Bourbon, giving voice to his 
"fears that God would inflict a judgment on the king, and all who counseled 
and took part in the infamous negotiations. We cannot refrain from tears as 
we think how deplorable the peace is to all good men; how full of danger, 
and what a source of bitter regret." (Quoted by White, 316.) The king and 
queen mother told him chat peace was necessary; he retorted angrily. The 
priests echoed the pope. "Arise, Joshua, and smite Makkeddah with the edge 
of "the sword!" they cried. The appeal bore fruit. In February, 1571, there 
was a three days' riot in Orange, women and children, as well as men, being 
murdered. In March fifteen Huguenots going to worship outside the walls of 
Rouen were killedr (Ibid., 328.) To prevent the marriage of Admiral Coligny 
to the Countess of Entremont the nuncio Salviati proposed her assassination, 
(Coquerel, "La Sainte-Barthelemy," 27 note; Paris, 1859). Events were 
hastening; with almost infinite difficulty a marriage had been arranged 
between the Catholic, Margaret of Valois, sister of the king, and the 
Huguenot, Prince Henry of Bearn, soon to be king of Navarre through the 
death of his mother, Joan of Navarre. Pius V. refused to grant a dispensation 
for the marriage of a Catholic to a heretic, but when the news came that 
Gregory XIII., who succeeded him, had forwarded the dispensation, the 
marriage was set for August 18, 1572. The Huguenot nobility came to Paris' 
to attend the ceremony, though with many misgivings. Coligny had been in 
the city for some time, as an adviser of the government, a position to which 
his rank as a Chatillon and his relations to the house of 
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Bourbon entitled him. The queen mother, Catherine de Medicis, and Charles 
IX. seemed to accept the counsel of Coligny at one moment and at the next 
throw themselves into the arms of the irreconcilable Catholic party, led by 
the Guises. Charles was at times effusive in his expressions of friendship for 
the Huguenot chief, who had been entreated by many of his party not to risk 
his life by going to Paris. 

The marriage took place, then the festivities were continued with great pomp 
for several days, but, although the people turned but to see the show, they 
manifestly disapproved of the inter-religious alliance. The Guise faction was 
present in strong force and fully armed, and they were well known to have a 
deadly hatred for the admiral. In view of this Charles told Coligny that as a 
measure of precaution he had introduced into the city 1,200 arquebusiers of 
the Royal Guard, under trusted officers. On the twenty-second of August, as 
Coligny was going to his hotel, a shot was fired from a latticed window at his 
right. He received two wounds, one bullet carrying off the first finger of the 
right hand, the other lodging in his left arm. His assailant was a minion of the 
young Duke of Guise. The king threatened vengeance on the procurers of the 
assassination, and was probably at the moment sincere in his determination to 
protect the other Huguenot leaders. But his mother, her favorite son, the 
Duke of Anjou, the Guises, and others who were probably privy to the 
attempted murder in the first place, so worked upon his fear that he at last 
issued the order for the massacre. Fifty of the king's guard were to protect the 
house of Coligny; they were commanded by one of his bitterest enemies. 
Meanwhile Catherine was filling the ears of Charles with false stories of the 
Huguenots arming against the throne, and of a conspiracy to put Henry of 
Navarre in his place. Finally he consented to the slaughter. The story of a 
Huguenot plot to destroy the king and royal family, and of the march of a 
rebel army upon the city was slyly given to a few mob leaders. Charles 
ordered the gates of the city closed that none might escape, and all was 
prepared for the massacre. Between 3 and 4 o'clock in the morning of August 
24th, the 
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Duke of Guise, with his associates and followers, broke into the room of the 
wounded Coligny and murdered him, and all but three of his friends and 
domestics found in the house. Coligny's son-in-law, Teligny, and La 
Rochefoucault fell next. When Catherine received the news of Coligny's 
death she ordered the bell of St. Germain I'Auxerrois to be rung as the signal 
for the general slaughter to begin. Henry of Navarre and the Prince of Conde 
were arrested in the palace; the gentlemen with the former to the number of 
probably forty or fifty were disarmed, taken into the court-yard and promptly 
murdered. All over the city blood flowed like water. The massacre continued 
through Monday and Tuesday. The murderers wore white crosses on their 
hats and capes, to distinguish them from their victims. The streets were filled 
and the river choked with corpses. Men, women and children perished 
together. "The dead were stripped and their houses looted. Many Catholic 
gentlemen, including some very high in station, paid the debts with the 
money of the murdered. Dealers in Huguenot books and scholars were 
particularly singled out for destruction. Charles himself fired on the fleeing 
Huguenots. On August 26th, Charles, with his mother and brothers, went to 
the cathedral church of Notre Dame, where he returned thanks to God for the 
destruction of the dissenters, without the sacrifice of the life of a single 
believer. As soon (August 23rd) as the king's assent to the massacre had been 
obtained, letters or verbal orders were sent to the provinces commanding the 
murder of the Huguenots. All in Saumer were killed; many in Angers; in 
Lyons the slaughter reached at least 2,000; 1,400 perished in Orleans, of 
whom 150 were women; in Bordeaux the massacre did not take place until 
the third of October, when Jesuits succeeded in inciting a band of ruffians to 
the deed; the massacre at Meaux, Troyes, Rouen and Toulouse presented in 
each case peculiar features of atrocity; in other cities and provinces many 
were killed. 

It is impossible to say how many were slaughtered in Paris and in all 
France. The massacre continued for a long time, the nuncio, Slaviati, writing 
from Paris on the 15th of September, 
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says: "Every night some tens of Huguenots, caught by day in various 
places, are thrown into the river without any disturbance." (Quoted by 
White, 459.) The Count of St. Pol, ambassador from the Duke of 
Savoy, wrote on September 26th: "They are daily putting Huguenots 
to death in Paris and elsewhere." (Ibid.) The estimates for Paris range 
from 1,000 to 10,000; White, who is careful and fair-minded, accepts 
6,000 as a reasonable figure. For all of France the numbers have been 
put from 2,000 to 100,000. "If it is necessary to choose from these 
haphazard estimates," says White, (461), "that of De Thou (20,000) is 
preferable; from the calm, unexaggerating temper of the man.” For 
twenty years the massacre was commemorated in Paris by solemn 
anniversary processions and other displays of triumph and joy, and for 
longer periods in other parts of the kingdom. When the news of the 
massacre reached Rome, the exultation among the clergy knew no 
bounds. The Cardinal of Lorraine rewarded the messenger with a 
thousand crowns; the cannon of St. Angelo thundered forth a joyous 
salute; the bells rang out from every steeple; bonfires turned night into 
day, and Gregory XIII., attended by the cardinals and other 
ecclesiastical dignitaries, went in long procession to the church of St. 
Louis, where the Cardinal of Lorraine chanted a Te Deum. A 
pompous Latin inscription in gilt letters over the entrance describes 
Charles as an avenging angel sent from heaven ("angelo percussore 
divin-itus immisso") to sweep his kingdom from heretics. A medal 
was struck to commemorate the massacre and in the Vatican may still 
be seen three frescoes by Vasari, describing the attack upon the 
admiral, the king in council plotting the massacre, and the massacre 
itself. Gregory sent Charles the golden rose; and four months after the 
massacre, when more humane feelings might have been supposed to 
have resumed their sway, he listened complacently to the sermon of a 
French priest, the learned but cankered Muretas, who spoke of "that 
day so full of happiness and joy, when the most Holy Father received 
the news and went in solemn state to render thanks to God and St. 
Louis. ***** That night the stars shone with greater luster, the Seine 
rolled 
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her waters more proudly to cast into the sea the corpses of those unholy 
men." (White, 465-66.) Cardinal Fabio Orsini was sent by the pope to 
congratulate Charles on the massacre. So much of history showing the 
attitude of the church toward this unparalleled massacre of the innocent and 
helpless. 

But the struggle had not ended; after the first panic was over the 
Huguenots again flew to arms and renewed the civil war in defense of their 
liberties and lives in 1573, 1576, 1577. and 1580. With German aid they 
secured by the treaty of Beaulieu (1576), complete religious freedom, but the 
Catholics formed the holy league, which they forced Henry III. to join, and 
renewed the war. By the treaty of Nemours (1585) the Protestants were 
denied all rights and privileges. War continued to harass the unhappy land, 
and by the edict of Nantes the Huguenots secured partial religious liberty. 
Under Henry IV. (1589-1610) they had peace, but in the reign of Louis XIII 
(1610-1643) they were again oppressed. Louis XIV. (1643-1715) persecuted 
them mercilessly. The dragonnades began in 1681; the formal revocation of 
the edict of Nantes followed in 1685. "Thousands of churches were torn 
down, vast numbers of confessors were tortured, burned, or sent to the 
galleys." (Kurtz, "Church History," i1., 5.) . Hundreds of thousands 
emigrated in spite of the terrible laws against emigration; others fled to the 
wilds of Cevennes and maintained a desperate conflict for years. France lost 
half a million of her best subjects in this last crusade, killed in battle, died at 
the stake, under the ax, on the wheel and gallows and emigrated. (Ibid.) The 
Encyclopedia Britannica thinks a million emigrated, probably. During all 
these years the papacy stood stanchly by the persecutors of heresy. 

Among the almost numberless smaller sects that were persecuted, some 
of which were annihilated, were the Cathiri, originating in the eleventh 
century, the disciples of Amalrioh of Bena. One of the latter, William the 
Goldsmith, with nine priests, was burned by order of a synod in Paris in 
1209. The Ortilbarians were condemned by Innocent III.; Arnold of Brescit 
was excommunicated and imprisoned, but escaped; Gerhard Segarelli, 
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founder of the Apostolic Brothers, perished in the flames, with many 
of his followers, in 1300. He was an artisan of Parma; after his death 
Fra Dolcino took the leadership, but eventually met the same fate as 
his master. The Lollards, who appeared at Antwerp in 1300, did not 
escape persecution, nor did even the fanatical Flagellants. In Bohemia 
in the fifteenth century the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren suffered 
terribly, as did other sectarists. In short, when Rome ruled heresy was 
the one "sin" for which there was no forgiveness or toleration; 
indulgences were sold for the commission of all crimes, but for dissent 
in thinking and worship there was no indulgence shown. 
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Persecutions in Italy. 


In the year 1560, Pope Pius IV. commenced a general percution of the 
Protestants throughout the Italian states, when great numbers of every age, 
sex, and condition, suffered martyrdom. Concerning the cruelties practiced 
upon this occasion, a learned and humane Roman Catholic thus speaks in a 
letter to a nobleman: 

"I cannot, my lord, forbear disclosing my sentiments with-respect to the 
persecution now carrying on. I think it cruel and unnecessary; I tremble at the 
manner of putting to death, as it resembles more the slaughter of calves and 
sheep, than the execution of human beings. I will relate to your lordship a 
dreadful scene, of which I was myself an eye witness. Seventy Protestants 
were cooped up in one filthy dungeon together; the executioner went in 
among them, picked out one from among the rest, blindfolded him, led him 
out to ah open place before the prison, and cut his throat with the greatest 
composure. He then walked into the prison again, bloody as he was, and with 
the knife in his hand, selected another, and dispatched him in the same 
manner, and this, my lord, he repeated till the whole number were put to 
death. I leave it to your lordship's feelings to judge of my sensations upon the 
occasion; my tears now wash the paper upon which I given you the recital. 
Another thing I must mention; the patience with which they met death. They 
seemed all resignation and piety, fervently praying to God and cheerfully 
encountering their fate. I cannot reflect without shuddering, how the execu- 
tioner held the bloody knife between his teeth; what a dreadful figure he 
made, all covered with blood, and with what unconcern he executed his 
barbarous office." 
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Persecutions in Piedmont 


Early in the seventeenth century, Pope Clement VIII. sent 
missionaries to the valleys of Piedmont, with a view to inducing the 
Protestants to renounce their religion. These missionaries erected 
monasteries in several parts of the valleys, and soon became very 
troulblesome to the reformed, to whom the monasteries appeared not 
only as fortresses to curb, but as sanctuaries for all such to fly to as 
had injured them in any degree. 

The insolence and tyranny of these missionaries increasing, the 
Protestants petitioned the Duke of Savoy for protection. But instead of 
granting any redress, the duke published a decree, in which he 
declared that one witness should be sufficient in a court of law against 
a Protestant; and that any witness who convicted a Protestant of any 
crime whatever should be entitled to 100 crowns as a reward. 

In consequence of this, as may be imagined, many Protestants fell 
martyrs to the perjury and avarice of the papists, who would swear 
anything against them for the sake of the reward, and then fly to their 
own priests for absolution from their false oaths. 

These missionaries endeavored to get the books of the Protestants 
into their power, in order to burn them; and on the owners concealing 
them, wrote to the Duke of Savoy, who, for the heinous crime of not 
surrendering their Bibles, prayer-books and religious treatises, sent a 
number of troops to be quartered on them, which occasioned the ruin 
of many families. 

To encourage as much as possible the apostasy of the Protestants, 
the duke published a proclamation, granting an exemption for five 
years from all taxes to every Protestant who should become a 
Catholic. He likewise established a court called the council for 
extirpating the heretics, the abject and nature of which are sufficiently 
evidenced from its name. 
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After this the duke published several edicts, prohibiting the Protestants 
from acting as schoolmasters or tutors, from teaching any art, science or 
language; from holding any places of profit, trust or honor; and, finally, 
commanding them to attend mass. This last was the signal for a persecution, 
which, of course, soon followed. 

Before the persecution commenced the missionaries employed 
kidnappers to steal away the children of the Protestants, that they might 
privately be brought up Roman Catholics; but now (they took away the 
children by open force, and if the wretched parents resisted they were 
immediately murdered. 

The Duke of Savoy, in order to give force to the persecution, called a 
general assembly of the Roman Catholic nobility and gentry whence issued a 
solemn edict against the reformed, containing many heads, and including 
several reasons for extirpating them, among which the following were the 
principal: The preservation of the papal authority; that the church livings 
might be all under one mode of government; to make a union among all 
parties; in honor of all the saints, and of the ceremonies of the Church of 
Rome. 

This was followed by a most cruel order, published on January 2.5th, 
1655, which decreed that every family of the reformed religion, of whatever 
rank, residing in Lucerne, St. Giovanni, Bibiana, Campiglione, St Secondo, 
Lucernetta, La Torre, Fenile, or Bricherassio, should, within three days after 
the publication thereof, depart from their habitations to such places as were 
appointed by the duke on pain of death and confiscation. 

This order produced the greatest distress among the unhappy objects of 
it, as it was enforced with the greatest severity in the depth of a very severe 
winter, and the people were driven from their habitations at the time 
appointed, without even sufficient clothes to cover them; by which many 
perished in the mountains through the severity of the weather or for want of 
food. Those who remained behind after the publication of the decree were 
murdered by the popish inhabitants, or shot by the troops, and the most 
horrible barbarities were perpetrated by these ruffians, en- 
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couraged by the Roman Catholic priests and monks, of which the following 
may serve as a specimen: 

Martha Constantine, a beautiful young woman, was first ravished and 
then killed by cutting off her breasts. These some of the soldiers fried, and set 
before their comrades, who ate them without knowing what they were. When 
they had done eating, the others told them what they had made a meal of, in 
consequence of which a quarrel ensued, and a battle took place. Several were 
killed in the fray, the greater part of whom were those concerned in the 
horrible massacre of the woman and the inhuman deception of their 
comrades. 

Peter Simonds, a Protestant of about eighty years of age, was tied neck 
and heels and then thrown down a precipice. In his fall the branch of a tree 
caught hold of the ropes and suspended him in the midway, so that he 
languished for several days, till he perished of hunger. 

Esay Garcino, refusing to renounce his religion, the soldiers cut him into 
small pieces, saying in ridicule, they had minced him. A woman, named 
Armand, was torn limb from limb, and then the respective parts were hung 
upon a hedge. 

Several men, women and children were flung from the rocks and dashd 
to pieces. Among others, Magdalen Bertino, a Protestant woman of La Torre, 
was stripped naked, her head tied between her legs and she was then thrown 
down a precipice. Mary Raymondet, of the same town, had her flesh sliced 
from her bones till she expired; Magdalen Pilot, of Villaro, was cut to pieces 
in the cave of Castolus; Ann Charboniere had one end of a stake thrust up her 
body, the other end being fixed in the ground. She was left in that manner to 
perish, and Jacob Perrin, the elder of the church of Villaro, with David, his 
brother, was flayed alive. 

Giovanni Andrea Michialin, an inhabitant of La Torro, with four of his 
children, was apprehended; three of them were hacked to pieces before him, 
the soldiers asking him at the death of every child if he would recant, which 
he constantly refused. One of the soldiers then took up the last and the 
youngest by the 
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legs, and, putting the same question to the father, he replied, as before, when 
the inhuman brute dashed out the child's brains. The father, however, at the 
same moment started from them and fled; the soldiers fired after him, but 
missed him, and he escaped to the Alps, and there remained concealed. 

Geivanni Pelanchion, on refusing to abjure his faith, was tied by one leg 
to the tail of a mule, and dragged through the streets of Lucerne, amid the 
acclamation of an inhuman mob, who kept stoning him, and crying out, "He 
is possessed of the devil 1" They then took him to the river side, chopped off 
his head, and left that and his body unburied upon the bank of the river. 

A beautiful child, ten years of age, Magdalen Fontaine, was ravished 
and murdered by the soldiers. Another girl of about the same age they 
roasted alive at Villa Nova, and a poor woman, hearing the soldiers coming 
toward her house, snatched up the cradle in which her infant son was asleep, 
and fled toward the woods. The soldiers, however, saw and pursued her, 
when she lightened herself by putting down the cradle and child, which the 
soldiers no sooner came to than they murdered the infant and, continuing the 
pursuit, found the mother in a cave, where they first ravished and then cut her 
to atoms. 

Jacobo Michelino, chief elder of the church of Bobbio, and several 
other Protestants were hung up by hooks fixed in their flesh and left so to 
expire. Giovannin Rostagnal, a venerable Protestant, upward of four-score 
years of age, had his nose and ears cut off and the flesh cut from his body 
until he bled to death. 

Daniel Saleago and his wife, Giovannin Durant, Lodwich Durant, 
Bartholomew Durant, Daniel Revel and Paul Reynard had their mouths 
stuffed with gun powder, which, being set fire to, their heads were blown to 
pieces. 

Jacob Birono, a schoolmaster of Rorato, was stripped naked, and after 
having been so exposed, had the nails of his toes and fingers torn off with 
red-hot pinchers, and holes bored through his hands with the point of a 
dagger. He next had a cord tied around his middle, and was led through the 
streets with a soldier on each side of him. At every turning the soldier on his 
right 
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side cut a gash in his flesh, and the soldier on his left hand side struck him 
with a bludgeon, both saying at the same instant, "Will you go to mass?" He 
still replied in the negative, and being at length taken to the bridge, they cut 
off his head on the ballus-trades, and threw both that and his body into the 
river. 

Paul Garnier, a Protestant beloved for his piety, had his eyes put out, 
was then flayed alive, and being divided into four parts, his quarters were 
placed on four of the principal houses of Lucerne. He bore all his sufferings 
with the most exemplary patience, praised God as long as he could speak, 
and plainly evinced the courage arising from a confidence in God. 

Daniel Gardon, of Rocappiata, being apprehended by some soldiers, 
they cut off his head. Two poor old blind women of St. Giovanni were 
burned alive, and a widow of La Torre, with her daughter, was driven into the 
river and stoned to death there. 

A man named Paul Giles, attempting to run away from some soldiers, 
was shot in the neck; they then slit his nose, sliced his chin, stabbed him and 
gave his carcass to the dogs. 

Some of the Irish troops having taken eleven men of Garcig-liana 
prisoners, they heated a furnace red hot, and forced them to push each other 
in till they came to the last man, whom they themselves pushed in. 

Michael Gonet, a man about ninety years old, was burned to death; 
Baptista Oudri, another old man, was stabbed; and Bartholomew Frashe had 
his heels pierced, through which ropes being put, he was dragged by them to 
the goal, where, in consequence of his wounds mortifying, he soon died. 

Magdalena de la Poire, being pursued by some of the soldiers and 
taken, was cast down a precipice and dashed to pieces Margaret Revella and 
Mary Pravillerin, two very old women, were burned alive; Michael Bellino, 
with Ann Bochardno, were beheaded; Joseph Chairet and Paul Carniero were 
flayed alive. 

Daniel Maria and all his family being ill of fever, several papist ruffians 
broke into his house, telling him they were practical physicians and would 
give them all ease, which they did by murdering the whole family. 
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Lucy, the wife of Peter Besson, being in an advanced stage of 
pregnancy, determined, if possible, to escape from such dreadful scenes as 
everywhere surrounded her. She accordingly took two young children, one in 
each hand, and set off towards the Alps. But on the third day of the journey 
she was taken in labor among the mountains and delivered of an infant, 
which perished through the inclemency of the weather, as did the other two 
children, for all three were found dead by her side and herself just expiring, 
by the person to whom she related the above circumstances. 

Cipriana Bustia being asked if he would renounce his religion and turn 
Roman Catholic, replied, "I would rather renounce life and turn dog," to 
which a priest answered, "For that expression you shall both renounce life 
and be given to the dogs." They accordingly dragged him to prison, where 
they confined him until he perished of hunger, after which they threw his 
corpse into the street before the prison and it was devoured by dogs. 

Joseph Pont was severed in two, Margaret Soretta was stoned to death, 
and Antonio Bertina had his head cleft asunder. 

Francis Gross had his flesh slowly cut from his 'body into small pieces 
and put into a dish before him; two of his children were minced before his 
sight, while his wife was fastened to a post, to behold these cruelties being 
practiced on her husband and offspring. The tormenters at length tired of 
exercising their cruelties, decapitated both husband and wife. 

The Sieur Thomas Margher fled to a cave, where, being discovered, the 
soldiers shut up the mouth and he perished with famine. Judith Revelin, with 
seven children, were barbarously murdered in their beds. 

Jacob Roseno was commanded to pray to the saints, which he refused to 
do, and the soldiers beat him violently with bludgeons to make him comply, 
but he continuing steady to his faith, they fired at him. While in the agonies 
of death they cried to him, "Will you pray to the saints?" to which he 
answered "No;" when one of the soldiers with a broad sword clove his head 
asunder and put an end to his sufferings. 
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A young woman named Susanna Ciacquin, being attempted to be 
ravished by a soldier, made a stout resistance, and in the struggle 
pushed him over a precipice, when he was dashed to pieces by the fall. 
His comrades immediately fell upon her with their swords and cut her 
to pieces. 

Giovanni Pullins being apprehended as a Protestant by the 
soldiers, was ordered by the Marquis of Pianessa to be executed in a 
place near the convent. When brought to the gallows several monks 
attempted to persuade him to renounce his religion. But finding him 
inflexible, they commanded the executioner to perform his office, 
which he did, and so launched the martyr into the world of glory. 

Paul Clement, an elder of the church of Rossana, being ap- 
prehended by the monks of a neighboring monastery, was carried to 
the market place of that town, where some Protestants had just been 
executed. On beholding the dead bodies, he said calmly, "You may 
kill the body, but you cannot prejudice the soul of a true believer; with 
respect to the dreadful spectacles which you have here shown me, you 
may rest assured that God's vengeance will overtake the murderers of 
those poor people and punish them for the innocent blood they have 
spilled." The monks were so exasperated at this reply that they ordered 
him to be hung directly, and while he was hanging the soldiers amused 
themselves by shooting at the body. 

Daniel Rambaut, of Villaro, the father of a numerous family, was 
seized, and with several others, committed to the goal of Paysana. 
Here he was visited by several priests, who with continual 
importunities, strove, to persuade him to turn priest, but this he 
peremptorily refused and the priests, finding his resolution and 
enraged at his answers, determined to put him to the most horrible 
tortures, in the hope of overcoming his faith; they therefore ordered 
one joint of his fingers to be cut off every day until all the fingers were 
gone; then they proceeded in the same manner with his toes; 
afterwards they alternately cut off, daily, a hand and a foot; but 
finding that he bore his sufferings with the most unconquerable 
fortitude, and maintained his faith with steadfast 
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resolution, they stabbed him to the heart, and then gave his body to be 
devoured by the dogs. 

Anthony, the son of Samuel Catieris, a poor dumb lad and extremely 
inoffensive, was cut to pieces by a party of the troops; and soon after the 
same ruffians entered the house of Peter Moniriat, and cut off the legs of the 
whole family, leaving them to bleed to death, they being unable to assist each 
other in that melancholy plight. 

Peter Gabriolo, a Protestant gentleman of considerable eminence, being 
seized by a troop of soldiers, and refusing to renounce ihis religion, they 
hung several bags of gun powder about his body and then setting fire to 
them, blew him up. 

Daniel Benech, being apprehended, had his nose slit, and his ears cut 
off, after which he was divided into quarters and each quarter hung upon a 
tree. Mary Monino had her jaw bones broken and was then left to languish 
until she was starved to death. 

Mary Pelanchion, a widow, of the town of Villaro, was seized by a 
party of the Irish brigands, who, having beat her cruelly and ravished her, 
dragged her to a high bridge which crossed the river and, stripping her naked, 
hung her by the legs to the bridge, with her head downward toward the water, 
and then going into boats, they shot her. 

Mary Nigrino and her daughter, a poor idiot, were cut to pieces in the 
woods and their bodies left to be devoured by wild beasts. Susanna Bales, a 
widow of Villaro, was immured and starved to death, and Susanna Calvio, 
running away from some soldiers and hiding herself in a barn, they set fire to 
the straw, by which she was burned to death. Daniel Bertino, a child, was 
burned. Paul Armand was hacked to pieces. Daniel Michialino, having his 
tongue plucked out, was left to perish in that condition, and Andreo Bertino, 
a lame and very old man, was mangled in a most shocking manner, and at 
length had his belly ripped open and his bowels carried about on the point of 
a halberd. 

A Protestant lady named Constantia Bellone was apprehended on 
account of her faith and asked by a priest if she 
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would renounce the devil and go to mass, to which she replied, "I was 
brought up in a religion by which I was always taught to renounce the devil; 
but sihould I comply with your desire and go to mass, I sihould be sure to 
meet him there in a variety of shapes." The priest was highly incensed at this 
and told her to recant or she should suffer cruelly. She, however, boldly an- 
swered "that she valued not any sufferings he could inflict, and in spite of all 
the torments he could invent, she would keep her faith inviolate." The priest 
then ordered slices of her flesh to be cut off from various parts of her body. 
This she bore with singular patience, only saying to the priest, "What horrid 
and lasting torments will you suffer in hell for the trifling and temporary 
pains which I now endure?" Exasperated by this expression, the priest 
ordered a file of musketeers to draw up and fire upon her, by which she was 
soon dispatched. 

Judith Mandon was fastened to a stake and sticks thrown at her from a 
distance. By this inhuman treatment her limbs were beat and mangled in a 
most horrible manner. At last one of the bludgeons striking her head, she was 
at once freed from her pains and her life. 

Paul Genre and David Paglia, each with his son, attempting to escape to 
the Alps, were pursued and overtaken by the soldiers on a large plain. Here 
they hunted them for their diversion, goading them with their swords, and 
making them run about until they dropped down with fatigue. When they 
found that their spirits were quite exhausted the soldiers hacked them to 
pieces and left their mangled bodies on the spot. 

Michael Greve, a young man of Bobbio, was apprehended in the town 
of La Torre, and being led to the bridge, was thrown over into the river. 
Being an expert swimmer, he swam down the stream, thinking to escape, but 
the soldiers and mob followed on both sides of the stream and kept stoning 
him until, receiving a blow on one of his temples, he sank and was drowned. 

David Armand was forced to lay his head down on a block, when a 
soldier with a large hammer beat out his brains. David Baridona was 
apprehended at Villaro, and carried to La Torre, 
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where, refusing to renounce his religion, he was tormented by brimstone 
matches being tied between his fingers and toes, and set fire to, and 
afterward, by having his flesh plucked off by red-hot pinchers until he 
expired. Giovanni Baroline, with his wife, were thrown into a pool of, 
stagnant water and compelled, by means of pitchforks and stones, to duck 
down their heads until they were suffocated with the stench. 

A number of soldiers assaulted the house of Joseph Gar-niero, and 
before they entered, fired in at the window and shot Mrs. Garniero, who was 
at that instant suckling her chila. She begged them to spare the life of the 
infant, which they promised to do, and send it immediately to a Roman 
Catholic nurse. Then they seized the husband and hung him at his own door, 
and having shot the wife through the head, left her body weltering in its 
blood. 

Isaiah Mondon, an aged and pious Protestant, fled from the merciless 
persecutors to a cleft in a rock, where he suffered the most dreadful 
hardships, for, in the midst of the winter he was forced to lie on the bare 
stones, without any covering; his food was the roots he could scratch up near 
his miserable habitation, and the only way he could procure drink was to put 
snow in his mouth until it melted. Here, however, some of the soldiers found 
him, and after beating him unmercifully, they drove him toward Lucerne, 
goading him all the way with the points of their swords. Being exceedingly 
weakened by his manner of living, and exhausted by the blows he had 
received, he fell down in the road. They again beat him to make him proceed 
until, on his knees, he implored them to put him out of his misery. This they 
at last agreed to do, and one of them shot him through the head, saying, 
"There, heretic, take thy request." 

To screen themselves from danger, a number of men, women and 
children fled to a large cave, where they continued to live for some weeks in 
safety, two of the men going by stealth to procure provisions. These were, 
however, one day watched, by which means the cave was discovered, and 
soon after a troop of Roman Catholics appeared before it. Many of them 
were neighbors and 
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intimate acquaintances and some even relations of those in the cave. 
The Protestants, therefore, came out and implored them by the ties of 
hospitality and of blood not to murder them. But the bigoted wretches 
told them they could not show any mercy to heretics, and, therefore, 
bade them all prepare to die. Hearing this and knowing the obduracy 
of their enemies, the Protestants fell on their knees, lifted their hearts 
to heaven and patiently awaited their fate, which the papists soon 
decided by cutting them to pieces. 
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Discovery of Some Enormities of the 
Inquisition. 


In the beginning of the last century, when the crown of Spain was 
contested for by two princes, France espoused the cause of one competitor 
and England of the other. The Duke of Berwick (a natural son of James II., of 
England), commanded the Spanish and French forces, and defeated the 
English at the battle of Almanza. The army was then divided into two parts, 
the one, consisting of Spaniards and French, headed by the Duke of Berwick, 
advancing toward Catalonia, the other body, consisting of French troops 
only, commanded by the Duke of Orleans, proceeded to the conquest of 
Arragon. On the troops approaching the city of Arragon, the magistrate came 
to offer the keys to the Duke of Orleans; but he told them haughtily they 
were rebels, and that 'he would not accept the keys, for he had orders to enter 
the city through a breach. Accordingly he made a breach in the walls with his 
cannon, and then entered the city through it, together with his whole army. 

When he had made regulations here and ordered that heavy 
contributions should be levied, he departed to subdue other places leaving a 
strong garrison, under the command of his lieutenant-general, M. De Legal. 
This gentleman, though brought up a Roman Catholic, was totally free from 
superstition. He united great talents with great bravery, and was at once the 
accomplished gentleman and skilled officer. 

It might have been expected that their influence over the minds of the 
higher orders of society would have been less powerful, and that someone 
would have been found among the sovereigns of Spain or Portugal 
sufficiently enlightened to see through the imposture, and courageous 
enough to assert his own rights and those of his subjects against the 
hypocritical tyrants who trampled on both. But such is the benumbing effect 
of this 
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horrible tribunal, so powerful has it become by the weakness and folly of the 
people, that the only prince who dared to threaten its existence was put to 
death by the machinations of the inquisitors, before his accession to the 
throne gave him an opportunity of executing his noble purpose. This 
unfortunate prince was Don Carlos, son of Philip II., and grandson of 
Charles V. 

Don Carlos possessed all the good qualities of his grandfather, without 
any of the bad ones of his father. He had sense enough to see into the errors 
of popery, and abhorred the very name of the inquisition. He inveighed 
publicly against it, ridiculed the affected piety of the inquisition and declared 
that if he ever came to the crown he would abolish the inquisition and ex- 
terminate its agents. This irritated and alarmed the inquisitors, and they 
accordingly determined on his destruction. They therefore employed all their 
emissaries to spread the most artful insinuations against the prince, and at 
length raised such a spirit of discontent among the people that the king was 
under the necessity of removing Don Carlos from court. They even pursued 
his friends and obliged the king to banish Don John, Duke of Austria, his 
brother, together with his own nephew, the Prince of Parma, because both 
these illustrious persons had a most sincere attachment to their kinsman, Don 
Carlos. 

Shortly after, the prince having shown great lenity and favor to the 
Protestants in the Netherlands, the inquisitors gladly seized the opportunity 
of declaring that as the persons in question were heretics, the prince himself 
must be one, since he gave them countenance. Thus they gained so great an 
ascendency over the mind of the king, who was an absolute slave to supersti- 
tion that he sacrificed the feelings of nature to the force of bigotry, and from 
fear of incurring the anger of the inquisition, passed sentence of death on his 
only son. 

The prince had what was termed an indulgence; that is, he was 
permitted to choose the manner of his death. He chose bleeding and "the hot 
bath; when the veins of his arms and legs were opened he expired gradually, 
falling a martyr to the malice of the inquisitors, and the besotted bigotry of 
his father. 
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Expulsion of the Moors. 


Following the expulsion of the Jews from Spain came the banishment of 
the Moors. The same remorseless bigotry, perfidy, and cruelty characterized 
the last, as characterized the first. The Moors had been in Spain since the 
eighth century. They had given the country its most brilliant period of mental 
and industrial development. They had not persecuted the Christians. But their 
power, through internal dissensions and the ascendency of the orthodox 
party, thus checking intellectual growth, had been weakened and their 
dominions gradually passed into the hands of the Christians. Their rule came 
to an end with the surrender of Granada in 1492. "No faith was kept with the 
victims. Granada had surrendered under the solemn guarantee of the full 
enjoyment of civil and religious liberty. At the instigation of Cardinal 
Ximenes that pledge was broken." (Draper, "Conflict," 148.) "The atrocious 
cruelty with which these poor people were treated after every solemn promise 
had been broken by the Catholic party is a grievous blot on the memory of 
Ferdinand and of his successors." (Johnson's Cyclopedia, art. "Moors".) A 
pragmatica was issued at Seville, February, 1502, setting forth the obligations 
of the Castilians to drive the enemies of God from the land, and ordering that 
all unbaptized Moors in the kingdoms of Castile and Leon above the age of 
infancy should leave the country by the second of April." (Draper, "Conflict," 
147.) Some were tortured, some burned, all terrorized. After 1526 no 
Mohammedans were left in Spain who had not been "converted" to 
"Christianity." Immense numbers of them were baptized by force, but being 
baptized, it was held that they belonged to the church and were amenable to 
her discipline. That discipline was administered by the inquisition, which, 
during the rest of the sixteenth century, subjected these new Christians, or 
Moriscoes, as they were now called, to the most barbaric treat- 
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ment. The genuineness of their forced conversion was doubted; it 
therefore became the business of the church to inquire into their 
sincerity." (Buckle, "Hist. Civilization,” ii., 43.) Philip II., in 1566, 
ordered the Moriscoes to abandon everything which, by the slightest 
possibility, could remind them of their former religion. They were 
commanded, under severe penalties, to learn Spanish, and to give up 
all their Arabic books. They were forbidden to read their native 
language, or to write it, or even to speak it in their own houses. Their 
ceremonies and their very games were strictly prohibited. They were 
to indulge in no amusements that had been practiced by their fathers; 
neither were they to wear such clothes as they had been wearing. Their 
women were to go unveiled, and as bathing was a heathenish custom, 
all public baths were to be destroyed, and even all baths in private 
houses." (Ibid., 44.) These and other oppressions drove them to revolt. 
They were crushed and the rest of exhaustion followed. Philip II. 
came to the throne. The clergy had gained great power. They wanted 
more drastic measures taken against the Moriscoes. And _ the 
Archbishop of Valencia demanded that the Moriscoes be all banished, 
save such as should be kept in slavery. All Spain's troubles, he said, 
came from tolerating heresy. But he thought children under seven 
might be spared as harmless to Christ The Archbishop of Toledo pro- 
tested vehemently; Christian blood must not run the risk of defilement; 
sooner than that, kill all. And a powerful church party demanded that 
all be slaughtered, Bleda, the Dominican, at the head. Philip signed 
the edict of expulsion, which was executed with unflinching barbarity. 
About 1,000,000 of the most industrious inhabitants of Spain were 
hunted out like wild beasts, because the sincerity of their religious 
opinions was doubtful. Many were slain as they approached the coast; 
others were beaten and plundered, and the majority in the most 
wretched plight, sailed for Africa." (Ibid., 49.) There is no authentic 
information regarding, the total number who perished, but of one 
expedition of 140,000 only 40,000 escaped death in its most hideous 
forms. 
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An Inquisitorial Seraglio. 


A remarkable tale is recounted by Anthony Gavin, at one time a 
Catholic priest and master of arts in the University of Saragossa, Aragon, 
Spain. Falling under suspicion of heterodoxy, he escaped to England, and in 
1715 apostatized and became a clergyman of the Anglican church. The 
Saragossa tribunal occupied in Gavin's day the royal castle called Aljaferia, 
formerly the palace of the king of Aragon, to which the inquisition was 
removed by Ferdinand in 1486, after the murder of Chief Inquisitor Arbues. 
In 1706, the battle of Almanza having been fought, the Duke of Orleans 
commanded the Spanish and French armies, and thought it necessary to put a 
strong garrison there, and turned the inquisitors out. The tribunal took up 
quarters later in the palace of the Earl of Fuente, to be ejected thence by 
Monsier De Legal, a lieutenant-general of the French army. De Legal had 
levied on the Dominican friars for 1,000 pistoles for the subsistence of the 
army, and when they declared they had no silver except that in the images of 
the saints, he said he would take the images, which he did. The friars applied 
to the inquisitors for the excommunication of De Legal and the recovery of 
the saints. De Legal received the excommunication politely and answered it 
with another, ejecting the inquisitors from their quarters and putting troops in 
their places. Gavin avers that among the 400 prisoners released by order of 
De Legal were "sixty young women, very well dressed, who were, to all 
human appearances, the number of the inquisitors' seraglio, as some of them 
did own afterwards. 

These women, declares Gavin, gladly followed the army officers as their 
mistresses, declining the proffered asylum of the resident archbishop for fear 
of being again placed in confinement And the officers were well pleased, for 
the inquisitors, having the power to confine in their chambers whomsoever 
they chose, had 
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selected no ordinary girls, but "the best and handsomest in the city." An 
officer named Faulcaut found in his room a young girl whom he so much 
admired that he sent her home to his parents in France, where Gavin met her 
when on his way to England. She was then the wife of the officer who had 
opened her door in the inquisition building. Her arrest, she told the fugitive 
priest, came about through some apparently pert answers which she had 
given the second inquisitor, Don Francisco Torrejon, whom she met while 
visiting persons of quality in Seville. She was sent for at night, and when her 
father, who was a counsellor at Balla-briga, learned who was at his door and 
what they had come for, he became so frighteend that he gagged the girl and 
pushed her forth like another Lot, offering his daughters to the mob. Ac- 
cording to her story, as related by Gavin, she was given luxuriously furnished 
room's at the inquisition, with dainty clothes, the best of food, and an 
attendant to wait upon her. Don Francisco sent her presents and a request that 
he might visit her. The waiting maid advised a civil answer as the alternative 
would be torture and death. Having been shown certain appliances by which 
these were inflicted on the obdurate, she complied, and the reverend father 
came to her room. The visitor presented himself as both the gallant and the 
inquisitor, offering his love on the one hand and the fate of a heretic on the 
other. The following night she was conducted to his apartment. On her 
arising, the waiting maid dressed her and introduced her to the other women 
of the seraglio, each one of whom wore the colors of an inquisitor to 
distinguish her as orte who was "in his service." The young women were 
permitted to amuse themselves with conversation and music and with books 
containing some "diverting amorous stories," which proved a "great 
satisfaction" to the prisoners. After a few days these luxuries were withdrawn 
and she was consigned to a cell occupied by a fellow unfortunate, whose 
experience had been the same as her own. 

Thereafter she saw Don Francisco only when he sent for her, but on 
some nights the door of her cell was left open, indicating that one of the 
fathers would visit the room. During the 
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eighteen months she remained there a child was born to her and taken away. 
Half of the young women she had seen on her arrival had disappeared and as 
many others had arrived. The fate of her child or of her companions she never 
learned, and she saw no one having communication outside the prison until 
the young officer, who was now her husband, opened the door of her cell. 

The story reads like some of the tales of the Marquis de Sade, and if 
true, it lends probability to the belief that his accounts, like those of 
Boccaccio, were founded in fact and are in a sense historical. The experience 
which Gavin says the girl related to him is no more incredible than those of 
others which are verified by the records of the inquisition, and it is quite as 
believable that the inquisitors kept women concealed in their fortresses for 
personal gratification as that they retained other prisoners there to satisfy 
their criminal propensities of a different sort, of which there is no doubt. 

The occupancy of Fort Aljaferia by the troops was temporary; in eight 
months the inquisitors came back more powerful and bloodthirsty than 
before. Grand Inquisitor Guerrero at once issued instructions for the arrest 
and return of all the prisoners delivered by the soldiers, but most of these 
had taken advantage of the opportunity to leave the country, while the 
women, as it is stated by Gavin, accepted the protection of the army officers. 
Guerrero now began a systematic persecution of the priests and friars who 
had been disaffected toward the king. He imprisoned, we are told, nearly 300 
friars and 150 priests, and a great number of the laity. Many he banished 
from Spain. He closed the convent of St. Lucin, banished the nuns, and 
whipped six of them. While whipping was not an uncommon discipline for 
nuns, it usually appertained to their shoulders; but Guerrero forced the 
women to depress their habit and himself either applied or witnessed the 
castigation. 

Two cases exposing the character of this tribunal may be adduced. One 
Father Pueyo was confessor to the nuns at St. Munica. The tribunal found 
that "Whereas, Father Pueyo has 
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committed fornication with five spiritual daughters, (as the nuns are 
called who confess habitually to one confessor), which is, besides 
fornication, sacrilege and transgression of our commands; and he 
himself having owned to the fact, we therefore decree that he shall 
keep his cell for three weeks, and lose his employment" (that of 
confessing the nuns of St. Munica). 

Asked if he had anything to say in defense of making mothers of 
the celibate brides of Christ, the guilty priest made this facetious 
aswer: "Holy Father, I recall that when I was chosen father confessor 
of the nuns of our Mother St Munica you set great value upon five 
young laides of the monastery, and you sent for me and begged that I 
would take care of them. I have been a faithful steward, and can say to 
you, ‘Domine quinque talenta tradidisti me, ecce alia quinque super 
lucratus sum, or, thou deliveredst unto me five talents; behold, I have 
gained, beside them, five talents more.'" The jest was applauded by 
the inquisitors, while the brutal Guerrero laughed outright and de- 
clared the priest's answer to be well put. "Therefore," he said, "Peccata 
tua remittantur tibi; nunc vade in pace and noli amplius peccare—thy 
sins are forgiven thee; go in peace and sin no more.'" It was a pleasant 
trial; there was the best of feeling all around, and the priest, Pueyo, 
was excused from the performance of his penance. 
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The Crusades. 


The Crusades form one of the maddest episodes in history, Roman 
Catholicism hurled itself at Mohammedanism in expedition after expedition 
for nearly three centuries, until failure brought lassitude, and superstition 
itself was undermined by its own labors. Europe was drained of men and 
money, and threatened with social bankruptcy, if not with annhilation. 
Millions perished in battle, hunger or disease; and every atrocity the imag- 
ination can conceive disgraced the warriors of the cross. (Foote and Wheeler, 
"Crimes of Christianity," i., 172.) Those few words tell the story of the 
Crusades. At the' end of the tenth century Pope Sylvester II. "entreated the 
church universal to succor the church at Jerusalem, and to redeem the 
sepulcher, which the propret, Isaiah, had said should be a glorious one, and 
which the sons of the destroyed, Satan, were making inglorious." (Charles 
Mills, "Hist. of the Crusade," 1., 24.) Roman Catholics had been making 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem ever since the fourth century, when the Empress 
Helena had "discovered" the cross, and it had become a source of revenue to 
the priests. The orthodox themselves testified that the sacred city was a 
cesspool of corruption. The soil of Palestine was a charm against demons and 
enormous quantities of it were carried to Europe. Many women took part in 
the pilgrimages, and scandal was rife. It was expected that the world would 
come to an end at the close of the tenth century, and multitudes of Roman 
Catholics thronged to the Holy Land, suffering great hardships and subjecting 
themselves to severe penances. But Christ did not appear at Jerusa-lam to 
judge the world. However, the bursting of the bubble taught the dupes 
nothing; the next century there were more pilgrims than ever before. 

In 637 Jerusalem had fallen, without bloodshed, into the hands of the 
Caliph Omar. The Mohammedans protected the 
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Christians in person and property, and left them undisturbed in possession of 
their churches. As time passed the payment of a small tribute secured the 
Christians immunity in their quarter, where "the Greeks, the Latins, the 
Nestorians, and Jacobites, the Copts and Albyssinians, the Armenians and 
Georgians," quarreled bitterly in their worship of the same God and Savior. 
To this day a guard of Turkish soldiers is necessary to keep the Greek and 
Latin Christians from massacreing each other in the church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. Four hundred years passed and near the end of the tenth century 
Christian pilgrims were sometimes robbed and otherwise abused by the 
Turks, not, however, with the sanction of the government. But in 1909 the 
Church of the Resurrection was destroyed by the bigot, Hakem, who made 
some martyrs and many proselytes." The Christian nations were shocked by 
the sacrilege, "but instead of arming in defense of the Holy Land, they 
contented themselves with burning or banishing the Jews." (Gibbon, chap. 
Iviii.) About a century later the Turks became more oppressive, insulting the 
clergy, robbing the pilgrims, and desecrating the rebuilt Church of the 
Resurrection. Europe was aroused. Peter the Hermit, a native of Amiens, 
France, had visions, and received a letter from Heaven, as he said. He made a 
pilgrimage of expiation to Jerusalem, and there vowed, as an additional 
penance, to travel over Europe and urge the people to come to the rescue. 
Pope Urban II. abetted him by calling a council at Placentia in 1095. It was 
attended by more than 4,000 ecclesiastics and 30,000 laymen. Ambassadors 
of the Greek emperor, Alexius Commenus, asked for aid against the common 
foe of the church. The assemblage was ready to start, but Urban deferred his 
decision. A second council was held at Clermont in November of that year. 
Urban "solemnly commanded a crusade against the ‘infidels’ who were in 
possession of Christ's sepulcher, and promised a remission of sins to those 
who joined it, and paradise to those who fell in battle." (C. of C, 178.) "God 
wills it!" shouted the fanatics, and the pope told them that that was their 
battle-cry. "His (Christ's) cross is the symbol of. your salvation; wear it, a 
red, a bloody cross, as an 
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external mark, on your breasts or shoulders." (Gibbon, chap. Ivili.) They put 
the cross on their right shoulders, because there Christ carried his. Some cut 
the sign into their flesh; among these were women and children. Fanaticism 
was the dominant note, but "avarice, ambition and lust co-operated with 
faith." The pope granted the crusaders a plenary indulgence. "At the voice of 
their pastor, the robber, the incendiary, the homicide, arose by thousands to 
redeem their souls by repeating on the infidels the same deeds which they 
had exercised against their Christian brethren." (Ibid.) "The crusaders 
originated in the wild but uninstructed fanaticism of the age. The great 
impetus they conferred on the aspirations of the Roman See was speedily 
discovered. The ferocity stimulated against Saracens was easily directed with 
augmented fury against alleged heretics within Christendom. The prospect of 
unlimited plunder excited greed. The taking of the cross became a duty which 
every prince and peer, and every renegade, murderer and vagabond also owed 
to church and country for the expiation of crime. A certain number of years 
of crusading became the recognized penalty for the most heinous offenses, 
and Palestine was formally constituted the Botany Bay of Europe. By a 
strange mixture and confusion of ideas the service of the cross was made a 
punishment for malefactors; and the hewing down of Saracens assumed the 
same recognized status as picking oakum, or rolling shot. The white cross 
worn on the loose robe was as much the outward sign of a condemned 
malefactor as striped pantaloons, or a checkered coat, in modern days." (R. 
H. Vickers, "History of Bohemia," 195-96.) The crusader was free from suits 
for his debts while in service, and had many other privileges granted him by 
the state. (Hallam, i., 35.) 

The church remitted penances, abolished sins, promised eternal felicity, 
wrought miracles, and prophesied alluringly. After this, the horrors and 
abominations of the crusades can surprise no one. "Women appeared in arms 
in the midst of warriors; prostitution not being forgotten among the 
austerities of penance." (Hallam, i., 59.) "The moral fabric of Europe 
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was convulsed; the relations and charities of life were broken; society 
appeared to be dissolved." (Mills, i., 59.) 

The first wave of the first crusade swept through Hungary into Bulgaria 
20,000 strong. The Bulgarian Christians looked upon them as savages and 
invaders, and refused supplies. They attacked the Bulgarians, but were 
almost exterminated, only the leader and a few associates escaping to 
Constantinople. Then came Peter the Hermit and avenged them by 
slaughtering 7,000 inhabitants of Malleville, his men abandoning 
themselves to "every species of grossness and libertieism." (Mills, i., 67.) 
Whipped out of Bulgaria, the scanty remnant finally reached Constantinople, 
where the Greek Christian emperor gave them provisions, but told them to 
remain in Greece. As soon as they recovered strength they "repaid his 
generosity by deeds of flag-itiousness on his people. Palaces and churches 
were plundered to afford them means of intoxication and excess." (Ibid., i., 
70.) "They committed crimes which made nature shudder." (Michaud, 1., 73.) 
"Children were killed at the breast, their limbs scattered in the air; the 
Turkish garrison of Xerigord slaughtered. Then came more Turks. Some 
crusaders professed Islamism, the rest were exterminated. The third wave 
was led by Godeschal, a German monk; It was composed of the most stupid 
and savage refuse of the people." They forgot their missions "in tumultuous 
scenes of debauchery; and pillage, violation and murder were everywhere left 
as the traces of their passage." (Mills, 1., 68.) The horrible outrages drove the 
Hungarians to arms, and that was the last of Godeschal's rabble. Only a few 
escaped death. The fourth division came out of England, France, Flanders 
and Lorraine. Mills calls them "another herd of wild and desperate savages." 
Their leaders were a goat and a goose, who were thought to be inspired by 
the Holy Ghost." (C. of C., 182.) They fell upon the defenseless Jews, 
murdering thousands in the German towns, robbing and outraging. At 
Memsburg a Hungarian army wiped the mob out of existence. Thus 300,000 
had perished, mostly at the hands of their fellow-Christians, before they had 
accomplished anything. 
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The. next year the movement was better organized. The princes led. 
Nobles disposed of their estates for arms and equip-ments. The clergy were 
the chief buyers, thus showing, again that priests are more thrifty than 
common secular lovers of the Lord. Godfrey of Bouillon led this host of 
700,000. In Pelagonia they burned a castle filled with heretics. In Greece they 
maimed and disfigured the peasants they caught. Arrived at Antioch they 
invested the city. They had devastated the country and had to eat their horses, 
reducing the cavalry from 100,000 to 2,000. Then they resorted to 
cannibalism, as they did subsequently at the siege of Marra. "Seldom does the 
history of profane wars display such scenes of intemperance and prostitution" 
as were seen at the siege of Antioch. At last the city fell through treach-ery. 
Ten thousand or more, without regard to sex or age, were massacred the first 
night. Wholesale robbery, rape and drunken-ness followed. Famine came 
again. Kerboga invested the city, while the citadel also remained in 
possession of the Mohammedans. The Christians rebuked God for deserting 
them. But Peter Bartholemy "found" the lance-head that pierced the side of 
Christ and the fanatics followed it in a sortie and annihilated the enemy. Still 
doubt came; Peter was submitted to the ordeal of fire, and he died. They 
quarreled among themselves; the un-buried corpses bred a plague which 
carried off 100,000. They moved on and captured Marra, butchering all the 
inhabitants and eating their flesh. They were now reduced to 40,000, half of 
them fighting men. In 1098 the Venetian and Pisan contingents got into a 
petty quarrel at Rhodes over the bones of St. Nicholas, on the island of San 
Nicolo. They went on fighting, and the Venetians captured twenty Pisan 
galleys and took 5,000 prisoners. 

Godfrey and his army took Jerusalem by storm on Good Friday. No 
mercy was shown. The slaughter lasted for days, and streets ran with blood; 
the Jews were burned in their synagogue. Ten thousand people perished in 
the mosque of Omar, the blood under the portico rising to the horses' bridles. 
Seventy thousand Moslems were slaughtered. The mutilated carcasses were 
hurried by the torrents of blood into the court; dissevered arms and 
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hands floated into the current that carried them into contact with bodies to 
which they had not belonged." (Mills, i, 253.) Then came religious 
devotions, after which the slaughter was resumed; prisoners to whom 
Tancred had promised safety were deliberately murdered, and the conquered 
people were "dragged into the public places and slain as victims. Women and 
children at the breast, girls and boys, all were slaughtered." (Ibid., i., 258.) 
Michaud says that contemporary Christian historians describe all this with 
perfect equanimity. Public and private wealth was seized by the Christian 
soldiers. 

A feudal kingdom was established. "Its jurisprudence in-cluded trial by 
battle, and its social economy included villains and slaves." (C. of C., 194.) 
Baldwin succeeded Godfrey as king of Jerusalem, and when he captured 
Cesarea, the inhabitants were all slaughtered. The garrison at Ptolemais 
surrendered, after brave resistance, on honorable terms; the Christians "paid 
no respect to the capitulation, and massacred without pity a dis-armed and 
defenseless people." (Michaud, i., 286.) Superstition was everywhere; treaties 
with the Moslems were waste parch-ments—faith with infidels must not be 
kept—vice was as prevalent as piety. When they heard of the recovery of the 
holy sepulcher, Germany, Italy and France sent 400,000 more men into Asia 
Minor where they quickly went down under sword, disease and starvation. 

St. Bernard preached the second crusade. By his own boast he 
depopulated the towns of able-bodied men. He was a mar-velous miracle 
worker. With this crusade went Louis VII. of France and the Emperor of 
Germany, each commanding more than 70,000 troops. Many women went 
with both armies, and there was a troop of Amazons. In 1212 a shepherd boy 


in Ven-dome recruited armies of girls and boys. Reaching Marseilles, 
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where they expected the sea would open for their passage, "they were 


1 


plundered and murdered by other Christians;" some were sold into slavery 
and concubinage. Twenty-five years later the movement was revived and 
thousands of children were sacrificed to delusion. The expedition of Louis 
and Conrad was a flat failure, unless the killing off a large number of 
besottedly ignorant Christians can be considered a gain. Saladin was now 
coming to the front. He defeated the Christians at Tiberius in July, 1187, and 
then marched on Jerusalem, which he captured. 

There was no massacre; the Greek and Oriental Christians were 

not disturbed, but the Latins and Franks were ordered to leave, 

upon payment of a comparatively light ransom, for failure to pay which they 
would be enslaved. Saladin and Malek Adel each paid the ransoms of 
thousands of the poorest themselves. But when the refugees reached Antioch, 
the Christian Bohemond denied them hospitality, and stripped them. Going 


to the Saracens, they were well received. 


A bull for the third crusade was issued by Gregory VIII. The leaders 
were Frederick Barbarossa, of Germany; Philip Augustus, of France, and 
Richard Coeur de Leon, of England. Hundreds of thousands were enrolled. A 
tax, called the "Sala-dine tenth," was assessed for the expenses of the 
expedition. This was the basis of all the tithes and tenths that in subsequent 
centuries enriched the church. The crusade was practically fruitless. 
Barbarossa was drowned. Richard, on his way home, was seized by his 
fellow-crusader, the Duke of Austria, and released only on payment of a 
prodigious ransom. Open debauchery, perfidy and murder characterized this, 
as all the other crusades. After the capture of Acre, Saladin agreed to give 
two hundred thousand pieces of gold for the prisoners held by Richard. A 
slight delay made the Christians savage, and so 2,500 Saracens 
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were marched outside the walls and butchered under the eyes of the 
Moslems. "With a superstition equally cruel and fierce, the Christians 
searched the carcasses of the murdered Turks for golden bysants, and 
converted the gall which was found in their bodies into medicine." (Sir J. 
Mackintosh, "Hist. of England," i,. 184.) Saladin, instead of revenging this 
cowardly barbarity, "sent back his prisoners unharmed." Less than 100,000 of 
the 600,000 of this Christian army returned. 

The fourth crusade, promoted by Pope Celestine III., was a failure. In 
connection with the vicious actions of these crusaders, Michaud says (ii., 31) 
: "The vices and disorders of the crusades were so disgraceful that the authors 
of the old chronicles blush while they retrace the pictures of them." In 1200 
Innocent II. ordered a fifth crusade. This crusade directed itself against 
Constantinople, the capital of the Christian empire. It was ruthlessly sacked. 
"The scenes of female violation need not be described." (Mills, ii., 192.) 
"Pope Innocent III. accuses the pilgrims of respecting, in their lust, neither 
age, nor sex, nor religious profession; and bitterly laments that the deeds of 
darkness, fornication, adultery and incest were perpetrated in open day; and 
that noble matrons and holy nuns were polluted by the grooms and peasants 
of the Catholic camp." (Gibbon, chap. Ix.) The crusaders were fiendishly 
cruel and wantonly destructive. "Villages, churches and country houses were 
all devastated and given over to pillage." (Michaud, ii., 134.) "A prostitute 
was seated on the throne of the patriarch, and the daughter of Belial, as she is 
styled, sang and danced in the church to ridicule the hymns and processions 
of the Orientals." (Gibbon, chap. Ix.) Artistic treasures were destroyed or 
defaced, and priceless writings burned. 


Robert de Courcon preached the sixth crusade. "Women, 
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children, the old, the blind, tihe lame, the lepers, were all enrolled in tihe 
sacred militia," says Mills. The Dukes of Austria and Bavaria, and the King 
of Hungary were the principal leaders. They took Damietta by siege. When 
the crusaders entered the city only three thousand of the seventy thousand 
inhabitants were living. Famine had done its work. At the Council of 
Spoletto, in 1234, a seventh crusade was launched. Jerusalem was taken and 
held for a short time. The eighth crusade was decided on at the Council of 
Lyons in 1245. At its head was Louis IX. of France, better known as St. 
Louis. In the camp at Damietta were witnessed the long, familiar scenes of 
gambling, debauchery, robbery and rape. "Louis was taken prisoner and 
afterwards ransomed, and most of his troops were exterminated. Before the 
next crusade the Templars and the Hospitallers fought each other, the red 


" 


cross against the white." "Few prisoners were taken," says Mills, "and 
scarcely a Templar escaped alive." (C. of C, 206.) The ninth crusade in 1286 
was precipitated by the capture of Antioch by the Moslems; St. Louis died of 
the plague at Tunis. Edward of England captured Nazareth. Every Moslem 
was murdered. The atrocities were the same in kind as those which had 
signalized the taking of Jerusalem two centuries before. Gregory IX. could 
not succeed in starting a new crusade. The Mamelukes captured Acre; 
Palestine was once more the Mohammedans'. The ninth crusades left the 
Christians with empty hands. There were several attempts subsequently to 
punish the "infidels." These enterprises were chiefly stimulated by the popes, 
who not only profited by the crusades, but found them an admirable 
expedient to stifle the growing spirit of heresy and inquiry." (C. of C., 207.) 
One of these armies of invasion laid siege to a city in Barbary. Not knowing 


why they were attacked by those they had not injured, the inhabi- 
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tants sent ambassadors to ask the Christians the meaning of the assault. The 
Duke of Bourbon and his subordinate leaders sent this luminously intelligent 
reply: "Those who demand why war is made against them, must know that 
their lineage and race put to death and crucified the Son of God, named Jesus 
Christ, and that we wish to avenge upon them this fact and evil deed. Further, 
they do not believe in the holy baptism, nor in the Virgin Mary, the mother of 
Jesus Christ; and all these things being considered is why we hold the 
Saracens and all their sect as enemies." (Michaud, iii., 117.) The "Saracens" 
did not see the logic of this argument. "They only laughed at it, and said that 
it was neither reasonable nor proved, for it, was the Jews who put Christ to 


death, and not they." (Froissart.) 
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The Roman Inquisition. 


Being a most vivid description of the Madrid, Spain, inquisition, which 
was destroyed by Colonel Lemonowsky, of the Ninth Polish Lancers of 
Napoleon's army, in 1809. 

As all the world knows, Alexander Campbell was one of the greatest 
reformers of the age. At his celebrated debate with Bishop Purcell, then the 
most influential Catholic in the United States, which debate was held in 
Cincinnati, many years ago, Mr. Campbell met Colonel Lemonowsky, who, 
in an interview, gave him the following, which gives an insight of the spirit 
and character of the papal church in her palmy days before Napoleon the 
Great laid his hands upon her holy institutions, and revealed her tender 
mercies in the work of converting and saving heretics from everlasting ruin. 
Remember that this "holy apostolic church" claims to be infallible, and 
consequently immutable in doctrine and discipline, and that its motto is "We 
never change." This interview may be found in the April number of the "Mil- 
lenial Harbinger," for the year 1852: 

"In 1809 Colonel Lemonowsky was attached to the part of the 
Napoleonic army, which was stationed at Madrid, and while in that city, said 
Colonel Lemonowsky, I used to speak freely among the people what I 
thought of the priests and Jesuits and of the inquisition. It had been decreed 
by the Emperor Napoleon that the inquisition and monasteries should be 
suppressed, but the decree, he said, like some of the laws enacted in this 
country, was not executed. Months had passed away, and the prisons of the 
inquisition had not been opened. One night about 10 or 11 o'clock, as he was 
walking along the streets of Madrid, two armed 
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men sprang upon him from an alley and made a furious attack. He 
instantly drew his sword, put himself in a posture of defense, and while 
struggling with them, he saw at a distance the light of the patrols— 
French soldiers mounted—who carried lanterns and who rode through 
the streets of the city at all hours of the night to preserve order. He 
called to them in French, and as they hastened to his assistance the 
assailants took to their heels and escaped, not, however, before he saw 
by their dress that they belonged to the guards of the inquisition. He 
went immediately to Marshall Soult, then governor of Madrid, told 
him what had taken place and reminded him of the decree to suppress 
this institution. Marshall Soult replied that he might go and destroy it. 
Colonel Lemonowsky told that his regiment, the Ninth of the Polish 
Lancers, was not sufficient for such service, but if he would give him 
two additional regiments—the Seventeenth and another, which he 
named—he would undertake the work. The One Hundred and 
Seventeenth regiment was under the command of Colonel De Lisle. 
The troops required were granted and I proceeded to the inquisition, 
which was situated about five miles from the city. It was surrounded by 
a wall of great strength and defended by a company of soldiers. When 
we arrived at the walls I addressed one of the sentinels and summoned 
the holy fathers to surrender to the imperial army, and open the gates 
of the inquisition. The sentinel, who was standing on the wall, 
appeared to enter into conversation for a moment with someone 
within, at the close of which he presented his musket and shot one of 
my men. This was the first signal of attack, and I ordered my troops to 
fire upon those who appeared on the walls. It was then seen that it was 
an unequal warfare. The walls of the inquisition were covered with the 
soldiers of the holy office; there was also a breastwork upon the wall, 
behind which they partially 
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exposed themselves as they discharged their muskets. Our troops were in the 
open plain and exposed to a destructive fire. We had no cannon, nor could we 
scale the walls and the gates successfully. I could not retire and send for 
cannon to break through the walls without giving them time to lay a train for 
blowing us up. I saw that it was necessary to change the mode of attack and 
directed some trees to be cut down and trimmed, to be used as battering rams. 
Two of these were taken up by deatchments of men as numerous as could 
work to advantage and brought to bear upon the walls with all the power 
which they could exert, while the troops kept up a fire to protect them from 
the fire poured upon them from the walls. Presently the walls began to 
tremble; a breach was made and the imperial troops rushed into the 
inquisition. Here we met with an accident, which nothing but Jesuitical 
effrontery is equal to. The inquisition general, followed by the father 
confessors in their priestly robes, all came out of their rooms, as we were 
making our wag into the interior of the inquisition, and with long faces and 
their arms crossed over their breasts, their fingers resting on their shoulders, 
as though they had been deaf to all the noise of the attack and defense, and 
had just learned what was going on, they addressed themselves, in the 
language of rebuke to their soldiers, saying: "Why do you fight with our 
friends, the French?" Their intention, no doubt, was to make us think that 
their defense was wholly authorized by them, hoping if they could make us 
believe that they were friendly, they should have a better opportunity, in the 
confusion of the moment, to escape. Their artifice was too shallow, and did 
not succeed. I caused them to be placed under guard and all the soldiers of 
the inquisition to be secured as prisoners. We then proceeded to examine all 


the stately rooms of the stately edifice. We passed through room 
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after room, found all perfectly in order, richly furnished with alters and 
crucifixes and wax candles in abundance, but could discover no evidences of 
iniquity being practiced there—nothing of those peculiar features which we 
expected to find in an inquisition. We found splendid paintings, and a rich, 
and extensive library. Here was beauty and splendor and the most perfect 
order on which my eyes had ever rested. The architecture, the proportions 
were perfect. The ceilings and floors of wood were scoured and highly 
polished. The marble floors were arranged with a strict regard to order. There 
was everything to please the eye and gratify a cultivated taste; but where 
were those horrid instruments of torture of which we had been told; and 
where those dungeons in which human beings were said to be buried alive? 
We searched in vain. The holy fathers assured us that they had been belied; 
that we had seen all, and I was prepared to give up the search, convinced that 
this inquisition was different from others of which I had heard. 

But Colonel De Lisle was not so ready as myself to give up the search, 
and said to me, "Colonel, you are in command today, and as you say so it 
must be; but if you will be advised by me, let this marble floor be examined. 
Let water be brought and poured upon it, and we will watch and see if there 
is any place through which it passes more freely than others." I replied to 
him, "Do as you please, Colonel," and ordered water to be brought 
accordingly. The slabs of marble were large and beautifully polished. When 
the Water had been poured over the floor, much to the dissatisfaction of the 
inquisitors, a careful examination was made of every seam in the floor to see 
if the water passed through. Presently Colonel De Lisle exclaimed that he 
had found it. By the side of one of these marble slabs the water passed 


through fast, as though there was an opening be- 
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neath. All hands now were at work for further discovery, the officers with 
their swords and the soldiers with their bayonets, seeking to clear out the 
seam and pry up the slab; others with the butts of their muskets striking the 
slab with all their might to break it, while the priests remonstrated against our 
desecrating their holy and beautiful house. While thus engaged a soldier, 
who was stirking with the butt of his musket, struck a spring and the marble 
slab flew up. Then the faces of the inquisition grew as pale as Belshazzar 
when the handwriting appeared on the wall; they trembled all over. Beneath 
the marble slab, now partly up, there was a marble staircase. I stepped 
to the altar and took from the candlestick one of the candles four feet in 
length, which was burning, that I might explore the room below. As I was 
doing this I was arrested by one of the inquisitors, who laid his hand gently 
on my arm and with a very demure and holy look said, "My son, you must 
not take those lights with your bloody hands; they are holy." "Well," I said, "I 
will take a holy thing to shed light on iniquity; I will bear the responsibility." 
I took the candle and proceeded down the stair case. We entered a large 
square room, which was called the Hall of Judgment. In the center of it was 
a large block and a chain fastened to it. On this they had been accustomed to 
place the accused, chained to his seat. On one side of the room was one 
elevated seat, called the Throne of Judgment. This the inquisitor general 
occupied, and on the other side were seats less elevated, for the holy fathers, 
when engaged in the solemn business of holy inquisition. From this room 
we proceeded to the right and obtained access to small cells extending the 
entire length of the building; and here such sights were presented as we hope 
never to see again. These cells were places of solitary confinement, where 
the wretched objects of inquisitorial hate were confined year after year, until 
death 
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released them from their sufferings, and their bodies were suffered to remain 
until they were entirely decayed, and the rooms had become fit for others to 
occupy. To prevent this being offensive to those who occupied the 
inquisition, there were flues or tubes extending to the open air, sufficiently 
capacious to carry off the odor. In these cells we found the remains of some 
who had paid the debt of nature; so some of them had been dead, apparently, 
but a short time, while of others nothing remained but their bones, still 
chained to the floor of their dungeon. In other cells we found living sufferers 
of both sexes, and of every age, from three-soore-years-and-ten down to 
fourteen or fifteen years, all as naked as when born into the world, and all in 
chains. Here were old men and aged women, who had been shut up for many 
years. Here, too, were the middle-aged and the young man and the maiden of 
fourteen years old. The soldiers immediately went to work to release the 
captives from their chains, and took from them their knapsacks, their 
overcoats and other clothing, which they gave to cover their nakedness. They 
were exceedingly anxious to bring them out to the light of day; Colonel L., 
aware of the danger, had food given them and then brought them gradually to 
the light, as they were able to bear it. 

We then proceeded to explore another room on the left. Here we found 
the instruments of torture, of every kind which the ingenuity of men or devils 
could invent. Colonel L. here described four of these horrid instruments. The 
first was a machine by which the victim was confined, and then beginning 
with the fingers, every joint in the hands, arms and body were broken, or 
drawn, one after another, until the victim died. The second was a box in 
which the head and neck of the victim were so closely confined by a screw 
that he could not move in any way. Over the box was a vessel, from which 


one drop of water a 
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second fell upon the head of the victim, every successive drop falling upon 
precisely the same place on the head, suspending the circulation in a few 
moments, and putting the sufferer in the most excruciating agony. The third 
was an infernal machine, laid horizontally, to which the victim was bound, 
the machine then being placed between two beams, in which were scores of 
knives so fixed that by turning the machine with a crank, the flesh of the 
sufferer was torn from his limbs, all in small pieces. The fourth surpassed 
the others in fiendish ingenuity. Its exterior was a beautiful woman, or 
targe doll, richly dressed, with arms extended, ready to embrace the victim. 
Around her feet a semicircle was drawn. The victim, who passed over this 
fatal mark, touched a spring which caused the diabolical engine to open; its 
arms clasped him and a thousand knives cut him into as many pieces in the 
deadly embrace. The sight of these engines of infernal cruelty kindled the 
rage of the soldiers to fury. They declared that every inquisitor and soldier 
of the inquisition should be put to torture. Their rage was ungovernabel. 
Colonel Lem-onowsky did not oppose them; they might have turned their 
arms against him, if he had attempted to arrest their work. The first they put 
to death in the machine for breaking the joints. The torture of the inquisitor 
put to death by the dropping water on his head was most excruciating. The 
poor man cried out in agony to be taken away from this machine. The 
inquisitor general was brought before the infernal machine called "The Vir- 
gin." He begged to be excused. "No," they said, "you have caused others 
to kiss her, now do it yourself." They interlocked their bayonets so as to 
form large forks, and with these pushed him over the deadly circle. The 
beautiful image, instantly prepared for the embrace, clasped him in its arms 


and he was cut into innumerable pieces. Colonel Lemonowsky witnessed the 
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torture of four of them—his heart sickened at the awful scene— and he left 
the soldiers to wreak their vengeance on the last guilty inmate of that prison 
house of hell. 

In the meantime, when it was reported in Madrid that the prisons of the 
inquisitions were broken open, multitudes hastened to the fatal spot. And oh, 
what a meeting was there! It was like a resurrection. About 100, who had 
been buried for many years, were restored to life. There were fathers who 
found their long lost daughters; wives restored to their husbands; sisters to 
their brothers, and parents to their children; and there were some who could 
recognize no friend among the multitude. The scene was such that no tongue 
could describe. 

When the crowds had gone, Colonel Lemonowsky caused the library, 
paintings, furniture, etc., to be removed, and having sent to the city for a 
wagon load of powder, he deposited a large quantity in the vaults beneath the 
building and placed a slow match in connection with it. All had withdrawn at 
a distance and in a few minutes there was a most joyful sight to thousands. 
The walls and turrets of the massive structure rose majestically towards 
heaven, impelled by the tremendous explosion, and fell back to the earth an 
immense heap of ruins. 

The inquisition was no more. 

AND THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH NEVER CHANGES. 
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